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MEDIA RELEASE

COMMONWEALTH OFFERS $3.6 BILLION FOR TRAINING

13 June, 2003 MIN 373/03 
Commonwealth State and Territory Training Ministers met today in Darwin for the Australian National Training Authority Ministerial Council. I welcome the decision by all State and Territory Training Ministers today to work collaboratively on the development of a new Australian National Training Authority (ANTA) Agreement for 2004-2006. 

On Budget night, the Commonwealth offered $3.6 billion to the States and Territories under the 2004 – 2006 Australian National Training Authority (ANTA) funding agreement. The offer includes $119 million over three years for additional places and improved outcomes in key priority areas to assist mature aged workers and people with a disability. Compared to the three years of the existing agreement, the Commonwealth is providing the States and Territories with a 12.5% increase in funding under the new Agreement.

The decision means that 70% of young people who do not go directly from school to university will have more training opportunities. There will be a renewed focus on improving training quality, addressing skills shortages, improving the national consistency in training delivery, maintaining a competitive training market and increasing innovation in the training system.

Since 1996, under the ANTA Agreements, Commonwealth funding has contributed to the current record numbers of 1.76 million students undertaking vocational education and training and the more than 375,000 people undertaking New Apprenticeships.

The Agreement at today’s Ministerial Council demonstrates the shared commitment by the Commonwealth and States and Territories to a high quality, innovative training system that meets the needs of employers, individuals and communities and contributes to our economic and social development.

Under the new Agreement strong growth will continue with more Australians having the opportunity to participate in training, giving industry the skills it needs to support Australia’s strong economic growth.

I commend my State and Territory colleagues on their constructive approach to the negotiations with the Commonwealth. 

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI) has supported the Government’s offer:

"ACCI supports the Commonwealth offer and requirement for States and Territories to match earmarked funding."
Letter from Peter Hendy, Chief Executive, ACCI, 5 June 2003. 
The Chief Executive of the Business Council of Australia, Katie Lahey, said:

"From a business perspective, addressing skill shortages and re-training older workers and people returning to work are fuel for economic growth. Both the strategic plan and the Federal Government’s three year funding proposal give these areas a strong national focus."
Business Council of Australia, press release, 12 June 2003. 
See following graphs:

The Commonwealth offer would provide the States an additional $218.7 million over 2004 to 2006.
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The Commonwealth offer by State and Territory is provided in the following graphs: 

The Commonwealth offer would provide NSW an additional $72.1 million over 2004 to 2006.

The Commonwealth offer would provide Victoria an additional $52.7 million over 2004 to 2006.

The Commonwealth offer would provide Queensland an additional $37.6 million over 2004 to 2006.

The Commonwealth offer would provide SA an additional $16.7 million over 2004 to 2006.

 

The Commonwealth offer would provide WA an additional $20.6 million over 2004 to 2006.
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The Commonwealth offer would provide Tasmania an additional $5.6 million over 2004 to 2006.
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The Commonwealth offer would provide the NT an additional $2.4 million over 2004 to 2006.

The Commonwealth offer would provide the ACT an additional $4.0 million over 2004 to 2006.

Media contact: 

Dr Nelson’s Office: Ross Hampton 0419 484 095
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